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Campania. On the east, the powerful and civilized tribes
which inhabited Apulia retained a firm hold on the coast and
kept the Samnites out of their country. We know little about
the organization of the Samnites; but we must suppose that
they were divided into a number of separate mountain tribes,
and that most of them were herdsmen with no knowledge of
urban life. Some of these tribes were united in leagues,
which from time to time grew to considerable strength.
Their expansion was powerfully promoted by one of their
institutions, which was called ' The Sacred Spring'. By it all
the younger generation of a given clan were sent forth by their
elders to march under the banner of their sacred totem—
wolf, or calf, or ox, or raven—and to conquer for themselves
new pastures and fresh fields.
In the course of the fifth and fourth centuries b. c. the
Samnites learnt much from their Greek neighbours: they
improved their weapons, adopted Greek methods of warfare,
put the organization of their clans and leagues on a firmer
footing, and began to build cities of their own and fortify
them. Thus they became able to seize one after another of
the most defenceless Greek colonies. Trade with the Greeks
enriched them and developed their tastes : in their graves of
the fourth century we find excellent painting and many
objects of gold, silver, and bronze, with vases manufactured
by themselves after Greek models. The nearer they lived to
Campania, the more they came under the influence of Greek
civilization. They were able at last to drive the Etruscans
out of Campania, to seize most of thfe Campanian cities, and
to make Capua their capital in 438 B. c. Thus there grew up
and flourished a new and vigorous offshoot of Hellenism,
which may be called Graeco-Samnite or Campanian; and
this culture is well known to us from the earliest monuments
and graves found in many of their cities.
In this way the Samnites were the people who set a limit
to the southern expansion of the Etruscans. But they were
not sufficiently consolidated to substitute an expansion of
their own. Their forces were divided, and each separate
clan was entirely occupied in obstinate conflict with the
Greek cities on the coast. The largest of these cities proved
too tough for them to the end : Tarentum and Naples never
ceased, until they were absorbed by Rome, to be strong and
flourishing centres of Greek life and politics. The Samnites

